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The Honolulu City Charter is Honolulu's “constitution,” laying
out the rules by which our City government operates.

The Charter requires that the Mayor and City Council appoint
a Commission every ten years to review the Charter and submit
changes to the voters.

The Charter Commission has had more than 45 public meetings
since May of 1981, More than 200 proposed changes to our City
Charter have been studied. From that list, 32 proposals were
considered important enough to present to the people on
November 3, 1992,

The purpose of this booklet is to explain these proposals in as
concise a manner ag possible — what the present situation is
and what the proposed change will accomplish.

For more information, please contact the Charter Commission
Office at 527-6101.

IMPORTANT

In the back of this booklet, you will find a sample of
the Charter Commission ballots that you will be given
at the polls on November 3rd.

Please study these proposed changes, fill out the
sample ballot, and to avoid delays on Election Day,
take it with you into the voting booth.

William C. MeCorriston, Chairman
Jensen Hee, Vice Chairman
Gary Slovin, Secretary

Karen Ahn Jim Loomis

John Anderson Allene Richardson
Anita Penfatti Roy Tsutsui
George Hong William E. Wanket
Chester Kunitake John Whalen

Annabel Chotzen, Executive Director
Kathleen Sakamoto, Assistant to the Director
John Kawamoto, Research Analyst
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1992 CHARTER ISSUES

1. Should the number of terms an individual can serve as

Mayor be limited to two full consecutive four year terms?

Present: No limit on number of terms.

If proposal passes:

* Person may serve no more than two full consecutive four-
year terms.

* Person may serve more than two terms if “sits out” a
term.

. Should the number of terms an individual ecan serve as

Councilmember be limited to two full consecutive four

yvear terms?

Present: No limit on terms.

If proposal passes:

* Person may serve no more than two consecutive terms.

* Person may serve more than two terms if “sits out” a
term.

. Should there be four at-large seats on the nine-member

City Council?

Present: Fach Councilmember represents a district. There
are nine districts that make up the island of Oahuw.
No Councilmember iz elected at-large, that is, by
voters of the entire island to represent the entire
island.

It proposal passes:

* Four Councilmembers would be elected at-large.

* Five Councilmembers would be elected by districts, but

the distriets would be much larger than current districts.

. Should Honolulu have nonpartisan elections?

Present: Candidates for Mayor and Council may run as
members of political parties. Candidates for Pros-
ecutfor must run on a nonparfisan basis, that is,
without party label.

If proposal passes:

» Candidates for Mayor and Council also would be required

to run on a nonpartisan basis.
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30.

31.

32,

Should the penalty amount which may be prescribed by

the Council for virlation of the Charter or ordinances be

raised to $2,000 to conform to the State law ceiling for

misdemeanors?

Present: $1,000 is the maximum amount that may be set for
violating the Charter or ordinances.

If proposal passes:

* The maximumn would be raised to $2,000.

Should the time the Charter Commission serves be ex-
tended an additional {wo months to more effectively
facilitate the Charter amendment process?

Present: The Charisr Commission is appointed in April of
the year before it presents its proposed amendments
to the voters.

If proposal pesses:

* The Charter Commission would be appointed in February

of the year before il »rosents its proposed amendments.

Should the following housekeeping amendments be

adopted?

A) Approvetechnical Charterlanguage changes proposed by
the City Clerk;

B) Delete obsolete sections referring to “city storerooms”
because they nolonger exist, and to*jails and institutions”
because their functions were transferred to the State
yvears ago; and

C) Specify that Civil Service employees have the right to
appeal personnel actions.

Most of the numerous housekeeping amendments proposed
would make the Charter clearer in describing how City
government works without making any actual changes to the
way City government operates. Several of the proposed
amendments would have some effect, such as the proposal to
require department heads to be duly registered voters of the city.
No such requirement now exists.
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1982

AMENDMENTS TO THE CHARTER
OFTHE CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
FROPOSED BY THE CHARTER COMMISSION
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